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Film on Visual Impairment Produced by AFB 





Richard Shore, A.S.C., director of photography, lines up a shot which will de- 


pict retinitis pigmentosa. Note the specially designed mask on the camera lens 
which simulates the “tunnel vision’’ of those having retinitis pigmentosa. 


“Not Without Sight,’ AFB’s new film, has just been com- 
pleted. The film defines the major types of severe visual impair- 
ments, examines their causes, and illustrates how those with 
visual impairments can function. It was produced to answer 
the need made by those in the field of blindness for a film of 
this type. 

The approach used was to depict the sight of people with 
severe visual impairments as they “‘see’’ the world around them. 
Five impairments were selected, glaucoma, cataracts, macular 
degeneration, retinitis pigmentosa, and diabetic retinopathy. 
These are the major causes of “‘blindness”’ in this country, and 
they illustrate the three major ways in which vision can be im- 
paired: one, where the overall vision is obscured, two, where 
edges of vision or parts of vision are obscured, and three, where 
the center of vision is obscured. 

Eleanor E. Faye, M.D., noted ophthalmologist and director 
of the Lighthouse Low Vision Service in New York, acted as 
chief consultant. A script was written under her guidance, and 
when it was completed, Dr. Faye consulted with Richard Shore, 
American Society of Cinematographers, the film’s director of 
photography about technical ways to depict those visual impair- 
ments. A series of tests was shot and when the techniques were 
perfected and approved, the filming began. 

“Not Without Sight’ was shot on location in Boston; Bir- 
mingham, Alabama; Providence, Rhode Island; Talladega, 


Alabama; Pound Ridge, New York, and New York City. A 
dozen people who have severe visual impairments participated 
in the film and the shooting was completed over a period of two 
months. 

In order to depict how the diseases affected the eye, anima- 
tion was created by Charles Spranklin which combined pictures 
of the interior of the eye with drawings, and optical effects. This 
technique was developed by Mr. Spranklin in consultation with 
Dr. Faye in order to assure medical accuracy. 

Many people from the field of blindness helped in arriving at 
a script which is as accurate as possible. They were Richard E. 
Hoover, M.D., Randall T. Jose, O.D., Arthur H. Keeney, M.D., 
Louise L. Sloan, Ph.D., Ephraim Friedman, M.D., Dagmar B. 
Friedman, M.S.W. Also, ‘“‘Not Without Sight’ would not have 
been possible without the aid of many agencies throughout the 
country. They are the Rhode Island Association for the Blind; 
Carroll Rehabilitation Center for Visually Impaired, University 
of Alabama School of Optometry; Birmingham, Alabama 
Institute for Deaf and Blind; New York Association for the 
Blind, and Arkansas Enterprises for the Blind. 

“Not Without Sight’”’ was made possible with a grant from 
the Concordia Foundation Trust and is 192 minutes long, in 
color, costs $120 to purchase, and $19 to rent. All inquiries 
about the film should be directed to AFB’s public education 
division, 15 W. 16th Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10011. 


New Book on Maps 
For the Visually Impaired 
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Sites, Perception and the 
Nonvisual Experience: 
Designing and Manufac- 
turing Mobility Maps, by 
Ann Middleton Kidwell 
and Peter Swartz Greer, 
details the making of tac- 
tual maps for visually im- 
paired persons. Although 
visually impaired persons 
can often achieve a great 
degree of mobility in 
gs, they often have diffi- 
culty in traveling into new areas because they have no way 
of knowing the new environment. A tactual map of the new 
area they wish to travel means the difference between depen- 
dence and freedom to come and go on their own. 

This new book, published by the Foundation, summarizes 
the research in determining the best way to design tactual maps 
for blind students at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy. The campus at MIT was selected because it has a series of 
interconnected complex of buildings presenting different phy- 
sical obstacles and cues. The campus is also familiar to the 
authors, both graduates of the master’s program in architec- 
ture at the university. 

The 192-page book illustrates the tactual and auditory events 
that blind persons find useful in perception of space, discusses 
the best methods of experiencing nonvisual environmental 
cues, compares the merits of the currently available mapping 
techniques, shows test samples of a new map material—poly- 
vinyl chloride, describes how MIT students conceptualized 
their campus, evaluates their suggestions, and lists the results 
of informal tests, details the mapping solution and makes 
recommendations for improvements. 

Twenty conversations with blind students and specialists in 
the Greater Boston area are transcribed in an appendix. The 
range of these conversations indicates how closely the specifics 
of map-making relate to other issues such as environmental 
planning, mobility instruction, spatial orientation, perceptual 
psychology, rehabilitation training and architectural design. 

Sites, Perception and the Nonvisual Experience: Designing 
and Manufacturing Mobility Maps has more than 40 illustra- 
tions including various maps like the one above and is avail- 
able from the publications division of the Foundation for $5.95. 





Survey of AFB Being Made 


Greenleigh Associates, a New York-based management consul- 
tant firm, is conducting an evaluation of AFB’s programs. The 
purpose of this review is to assist the Foundation in clarifying 
its objectives in behalf of blind persons in the country and 
strengthening its capacity to serve as a resource to institutions 
and agencies concerned with the educational, social and reha- 
bilitative needs of blind and visually handicapped persons. 

Greenleigh Associates currently is interviewing AFB staff, its 
Board of Trustees, and representatives of national and local 
agencies, both governmental and private, in order to ascertain 
the current trends and developments affecting blind persons 
and services to them. 

The survey should be completed by April of this year. 


Helen Worden and Robert Whitstock 
Elected to AFB Board of Trustees 


Mrs. Helen Worden, executive director of the Rhode Island 
Association for the Blind, and Robert Whitstock, president of 
the American Association of Workers for the Blind, have been 
elected to the Board of Trustees of the American Foundation 
for the Blind. 

In addition to accepting a trusteeship, Mrs. Worden also 
becomes chairman of the Foundation’s Publications Advisory 
Committee. 


Mr. Whitstock takes over his trusteeship from Cleo Dolan, 
former president of AAWB. Mr. Whitstock is also a vice 
president of The Seeing Eye, Inc. 

Robert Bray and John Riley, M.D., both of whom had served 
on the board for several years, retired. 





Lord Fraser of Lonsdale, chairman of St. Dunstan's, the British 
rehabilitation center for blinded veterans, addresses a mobility 
seminar, sponsored by St. Dunstan's and the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind, at Trinity College, Cambridge University, 
last fall. Seated is Milton D. Graham, Ph.D., director of the 
AFB's research department. Attending the meeting were 
American, British and European researchers who discussed 
theories of mobility. 


Susan Spungin Loaned to AFOB 
for Meeting in Cordoba, Argentina 


Susan Spungin, AFB’s specialist in education, was one of the 
speakers at a five-day seminar on new orientations to prob- 
lems regarding the education of the visually handicapped held 
in Cordoba, Argentina last fall. She presented two papers: 
‘Motor Development of the Visually Handicapped”’ and ‘‘Pro- 
fessional Training of Specialists who Work with the Visually 
Handicapped.” 

The conference was held under the auspices of AFOB and 
the Cordoba Ministry of Education and Culture, and coin- 
cided with the 400th anniversary of the founding of Cordoba. 
Susana Crespo, who in addition to being AFOB’s educational 
consultant for the Latin American region, is the superintendent 


of the residential school for the blind and visually handicapped 
in Cordoba, was director of the conference. 

The purpose of the conference was to bring together people 
involved in the field of blindness from countries in Latin 


America to share their successes and failures in an effort to 
grow professionally and establish new and improved programs 
for the education of the visually handicapped. Approximately 
140 participants from Argentina, Uruguay, El Salvador, Santo 
Domingo and Colombia attended. 

Susana Crespo hopes that such a conference will now be 
held annually in a different Latin American country each year. 





Was ie dfs : Lee 
Margaret O'Brien, who has been with the Foundation for the 
past fourteen years, the last seven of which have been in the 
executive office as secretary to the director, M. Robert Barnett 
and assistant secretary to the Board of Trustees receives a 
retirement present from John S. Crowley, President of the 
Board. 





Purchase Price of Film Upped 


The purchase price of AFB’s film, ““What Do You Do When 
You See a Blind Person?” has been raised from $75 to $90. 
This was done to help meet the increased costs of replacement 
prints, labor and shipment. The rental charge remains the 
same, $7.50 per screening plus $4.50 handling charges. 


AFB Staff Member writes 
Book on Attitudes 


Michael E. Monbeck, senior editorial specialist in AFB’s publi- 
cations division and associate editor of the New Outlook for the 
Blind, has recently written The Meaning of Blindness: Atti- 
tudes Toward Blindness and Blind People. Based on extensive 
research, he has identified 15 attitudes toward blindness and 
then explored their historical, cultural, psychological and ar- 
chetypal origins. The book, priced at $6.95 (plus 25¢ postage 
and handling) is available from the publisher, Indiana Univer- 
sity Press, 10th and Norton Sts., Bloomington, Indiana 47401. 


New Publications 


Bk 110. Directory of Agencies Serving the Visually Handi- 
capped in the United States. 18th edition. $10. 


RS125 Classification in Congenitally Blind Children: An 
Examination of Inhelder and Piaget's Theory. By Leslie C. 
Higgins. This brief monograph explores the relationship 
between total congenital blindness and the development and 
functioning of the mental structures underlying classification 
and tests the validity of central aspects of Piaget’s theory of 
intelligence. 


AFB Research Series 25. $2. 


SOAI105. Sites, Perception and the Nonvisual Experience: 
Designing and Making Mobility Maps. By Ann Middleton 
Kidwell and Peter Swartz Greer. See inside story. $5.95. 


AFB Offprint Series Flyer. Includes list of titles now available 
and order form. Free. 


All orders should be sent to the AFB publications division. 
Please use order numbers. All orders totaling $6 or less must be 
accompanied by payment. 


Leo M. Levens 1915-1973 

Leo Levens, director, engineering division, Manufactur- 
ing and Aids and Appliances Department, died in New 
York on October 12 at the age of 58. Mr. Levens joined 
the Foundation in 1956 and since then contributed 
greatly to the developing of materials and techniques for 


both talking books and aids and appliances Before 
joining AFB, Mr. Levens had worked on the CONEL- 
RAD project for the U.S. Air Force, and the Federal 
Communications Commission. He was a member of the 
Audio Engineering Society, Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers, and Pi Lambda Phi. He is sur- 
vived by his wife and a son. 





Personnel 
igi EDWARD T. RUCH has joined 
fe the staff of the Foundation as re- 
gional consultant for the Middle 
Atlantic states (Region II) and 
Morton M. Kleinman has been 
appointed regional consultant for 
the New England states plus New 
“ York and New Jersey (Region I). 
wail Before joining AFB, Mr. Ruch 
4 b> was a field representative for Guid- 
ing Eyes for the Blind for over five 
years, and for six years prior to that, he was director of 
educational services in the Xavier Society for the Blind. Earlier, 
he was director of educational and social service at the Catholic 
Guild in Brooklyn. Mr. Ruch was graduated with a bachelor of 
arts degree from Ursinus College, Pennsylvania, and a master 
of arts degree from Teachers College, Columbia. He is a 
member of the national board of directors and president of the 
New York Chapter, American Association of Workers for the 

Blind (AA WB). 








MORTON KLEINMAN holds a 
bachelor of social sciences degree 
and a master’s degree in clinical 
psychology and vocational guid- 
ance from City College in New 
.. York City. He has been employed 
§ in various capacities by the New 
| York Commission for the Visually 
Handicapped since 1948, and re- 
; ; cently has been senior supervisor 
for field s services for the Commission He is currently serving as 
vice president of the New York Chapter of AAWB, which 
honored him by presenting him with its certificate of merit. 





HARRY J. LINK has joined the 
Foundation as its specialist in 
placement and employment in the 
program development  divisio 
Mr. Link will provide technica 
consultation to specialized agen- 
cies serving blind persons, both 
governmental and voluntary, on all 
aspects of rehabilitation related to 
placement techniques and employ- 
t “f.. ment opportunities. 

He nebeieetl a Sachets of arts and a master of arts degree 

from Alfred University where he majored in psychology and 





American Foundation 
for the Blind, Inc. 

15 West 16th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10011 





education. After serving as a rehabilitation counselor for five 
years at the Jewish Guild for the Blind in New York City, he 
became director of his own firm, the Link Group which 
designed and developed education and training systems. Mr. 
Link’s professional affiliations include the American Psycho- 
logical Association, the National Rehabilitation Association, 
the American Personnel and Guidance Association, and the 
Programmed Instruction Association, Inc. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the In- 
formation Department of the American Foundation for 
the Blind to keep those involved in services for blind 
persons informed about the Foundation’s activities. 
Editorial offices are located at AFB headquarters, 15 

5th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. AFB offices 


1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 

100 Peachtree Street, 30303 
500 N. Michigan Avenue 60611 
1860 Lincoln Street 80203 

821 Market Street 94103 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole or 
in part provided credit is given the source. 
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M. Robert Barnett Retiring as Executive Director 


M. Robert Barnett, for twenty-five years, executive director of 
the American Foundation for the Blind and the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind, will be retiring at the end of 
1974. (In announcing the retirement, John S. Crowley, presi- 
dent of both Foundations, said that Mr. Barnett will continue 
to serve both organizations as an international consultant. A 
search committee has been formed to recruit Mr. Barnett’s 
successor.) 

Regarding his future plans, Mr. Barnett stated that there are 
several areas in which he has long been interested, “but as 
executive director of both AFB and AFOB, I have just not had 
the time to indulge myself’. In addition to his part-time 
consultancy with the Foundations, Mr. Barnett indicated that 
another of his part-time activities might be in the field of 
teaching. He will return to his home state of Florida. 

Known both generally and in professional circles for his 
leadership in work for the blind, Mr. Barnett began his career 
in the field of blindness in 1942 by serving as a volunteer 
publicity consultant to the then newly created Florida Council 
for the Blind. During this period he was also a reporter and 
correspondent for several Florida newspapers as well as the 
Associated Press. He had previously served as director of 
publicity and journalism instructor at his alma mater, Stetson 
University in Florida. 

Mr. Barnett’s growing interest in the programs of the Florida 
Council led him to end his journalism career and devote his full 
time to work for the blind. After an advanced vocational course 
and tour of workshops and other institutions for the blind in 
the U.S. and Canada, he joined the Florida Council in 1944 as 
supervisor of employment. In 1945 he became the Council’s 
executive director. 

In September, 1949, upon the retirement of Robert B. Irwin 
as executive director of AFB and AFOB, Mr. Barnett was 
named to fill the vacancies when he was recommended for the 
posts by many leaders in work for the blind, including the late 
Helen Keller, then a consultant to both Foundations. In the 
53-year history of AFB, its only executive directors have been 
Mr. Irwin and Mr. Barnett. 

During his twenty-five years as executive director, Mr. 
Barnett has been deeply involved not only in virtually all areas 
of national development in the blindness field, but he has 
devoted considerable energy to the international field of work 
for the blind as well. Some of the most important accomplish- 
ments the Foundation has pursued under his leadership have 
included: the integration of blind children into public schools 





alongside their sighted peers; the beginning of Recordings for 
the Blind, a volunteer agency which records special books (such 
as textbooks) for blind readers; the establishment of both the 
Commission on Standards and Accreditation which developed 
program and service standards for agencies and schools for the 
blind and its successor, the National Accreditation Council 
which administers these standards; the mobilization of forces 
to provide comprehensive services and programs for aging 
blind persons; the consolidation of teacher training programs 
and special curricula for teachers working in the field of 
blindness; and the growth of technological developments, 
especially sensory aids, designed to help blind persons all over 
the world to lead more independent lives. 

Mr. Barnett currently serves as vice president of the World 
Council for the Welfare of the Blind for the North, Central and 
South American regions, is a member of the organization’s 
Executive Committee, and is active on several sub-committees. 
In addition, he is a member of the President’s Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped and the Canadian Council for 
the Blind as well as an advisor to the Blinded Veterans 
Association. 


Symposium on Aging and Blindness Held inS 


Recently a day-long symposium on aging and blindness was 
held in St. Petersburg, Florida. The theme of the symposium, 
which was sponsored jointly by AFB and Senior Advocates 
International, was Independent Living for the Older Visually 
Impaired Person. It was attended by 1300 visually impaired 
and senior citizens of Pinellas County, their family and friends, 
and representatives from retirement communities and person- 
nel from agencies for the blind and senior citizens. 

The morning session included speeches by Richard E. 
Hoover, M.D., internationally known ophthalmologist and 
specialist in the field of rehabilitation; Donald H. Wedewer, 
newly appointed chief, Bureau of Blind Services, State of 
Florida, and William D. May, Ph.D., aging program adminis- 
trator, State Division of Aging, Tallahassee, Florida. 

In the afternoon there were films on blindness, exhibits of 
aids and appliances for visually impaired persons such as 
high-powered binoculars, reading aids, games and kitchen 
appliances and demonstrations of mobility and orientation 
techniques, arts and crafts and homemaking techniques. 

This was the first in a series of symposia which the Founda- 
tion is planning to reach out to the residents of retirement 
communities and provide them with information about visual 
impairments which will enable them to lead more independent 
lives. It is hoped that these symposia will generate local interest 
among service personnel and resource people in expanding 
programs and services for visually impaired senior citizens. 
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AFB Tentatively Planning 
Radio Talking Book Meeting 


A national conference on radio talking book services, spon- 
sored by the American Foundation for the Blind, is tentatively 
scheduled for the spring of 1975. 

Recommendations for the conference were made at a small 
planning meeting called by AFB in St. Paul, Minnesota on May 
21-22. Attending were representatives of several radio talking 
book services, agencies for the blind, and national organiza- 
tions interested in radio talking books. 

Specific information about the time and place of the national 
meeting will be available in the fall, according to William F. 
Gallagher, director of AFB’s program planning department, 
who chaired the St. Paul meeting. Persons interested in attend- 
ing the meeting should write to Mr. Gallagher at AFB’s New 
York headquarters. 

The planning group recommended that the following topics 
be discussed in depth at the national conference: 

— Administration of a radio talking book service, including 
service goals and philosophy, staffing (paid and volunteer), 
recording keeping, etc. 

— Programming, including audience feedback. 

— Funding, public and private sources. 

— Engineering and technical aspects of a closed circuit 
system. 

— Legal aspects, including FCC regulations, copyright regu- 
lations, and eligibility for service. 

— The use of open circuit broadcasting and its advantages 
and problems in reaching a special audience. 

— The need for a national exchange of information and 
materials. 

Persons experienced in each of these areas will be asked to 
prepare outlines and papers dealing with the topics in advance 
of the national meeting, Mr. Gallagher said. These will then be 
presented at the meeting. 

As more information is available, it will be announced by 
AFB in its publications and in the Radio Talking Book 
Newsletter, published by the Seattle Public Library for orga- 
nizations involved in radio talking books. 





Pauline M. Moor, AFB’s specialist in early child development, 
(program development division) retired in June. Miss Moor had 
been with the Foundation since 1951. She intends to continue 
her long interest in the field by teaching and consultation in the 
area of services to young visually impatred children and their 
familtes. 





Helen Scherer, a member of the Foundation's aids and appli- 
ances division for 36 years, will be retiring at the end of July. 
Miss Scherer coordinated the activities of the Foundation's aids 
and appliances booths at many conventions. 


Exploratory Research Seminars Being 
Held on Ethnicity and Culture 


A series of exploratory seminars encompassing a three to four 
year period on how various ethnic groups in the United States 
perceive blindness and severe visual impairment within their 
own cultural framework was initiated earlier this year by AFB’s 
research department. 

The purpose of these seminars is to collect a body of data on 
the lifestyles of these various populations as well as to identify 
their common public health, educational and social service 
needs. In addition, the ways in which blindness and severe 
visual impairment is handled within each individual ethnic 
group Is also being studied. 

The first seminar took place in February on the islands of St. 
Croix and St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands and dealt with 
Caribbean culture. Two other seminars were held in California, 
in April, one on the Chicano/Mexican-American population 
and another on the Japanese-American population. Further 
seminars dealing with the Chinese, Puerto Rican, American 
Indian and Black communities are now in the planning stages. 


Personnel 


BRUCE C. HIGGINS has joined 
the Foundation as an editorial spe- 
cialist (production). In this capac- 
ity, he will be responsible for the 
design, layout and production of 
AFB’s professional publications, 
including public education mate- 
rials. Mr. Higgins is a graduate of 
the Brooklyn Preparatory School 
and is working toward a bachelor 
of architecture degree at Pratt In- 
Stitute. Most recently, he was employed as a production 
assistant at Scholastic Magazines. His prior experience in the 
technical aspects of publications included employment with 


J.C. Penney Company, the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association and other firms. 





DAVID SAXON has joined the 
Foundation as director of the aids 
and appliance division to fill the 
vacancy created by the transfer of 
Ira Kaplan to the new position of 
director of sensory aids develop- 
ment. Mr. Saxon for the past four 
_ years has been managing his own 
business as a partner in the firm 
of Centaur Gifts, Inc. In that ca- 
2 ONG pacity he has had considerable 
Seeretice with ae mail merchandising, cataloging, and 
customer relations, similar to the Foundation’s own sales 
program. He is a graduate of Long Island University where he 
majored in advertising/ marketing. 





py ALEXANDER TOWNSEND who 
© has been affiliated with the Ameri- 
* * can Foundation for Overseas Blind 

%% since 1962 was recently named as- 
sistant director of AFB’s new Sen- 
sory Aids Development Program. 
Among his responsibilities will be 
coordinating the revised edition of 
the International Catalog of Aids 
and Appliances scheduled to be 
published in 1975. Mr. Townsend 





joined AFOB as director of the Middle-East, North Africa Re- 
gional Office in Beirut, Lebanon, and transferred to Paris in 
1966 when he took on the responsibility of director of AFOB’s 
European operations. He relocated to New York in 1967 when 
he became program consultant for all AFOB offices and has 
remained with AFOB in various other capacities until his 
recent affiliation with AFB. 


PETER HANKE was recently ap- 
pointed director of the engineering 
division of the Foundation’s man- 
ufacturing and sales department. 
Mr. Hanke comes to the Founda- 
tion from Audio Devices (a subsid- 
iary of Capitol Records) where he 
was manager of project engineer- 
ing and with which company he 





in similar activities. He holds both a B.S.E.E. and M.S.E.E. 
from New York University. 


FREDERICK ROESSLER has 
been appointed to the position of 
manager, data processing division. 
Mr. Roessler has had diversified 


a period of eighteen years. Most of 
his career was spent with Teachers) 
* Insurance and Annuity Associa- 
tion where he assisted in the de- 
sign, installation and documenta- 
tion of their computer operations, 








} was associated for 12 years. Prior | 
" to that he had extensive experience | 


experience in data processing over 


EDWARD R. KELLY joined the 
Foundation recently as assistant 
chief accountant in the finance de- 
partment. Among his responsibili- 
ties are maintaining the ledger and 
records of the Foundation’s invest- 
ment portfolio, preparing monthly 
budget comparison statements, 
and supervising the yearly physical 
inventory count. Mr. Kelly comes 
to the Foundation from Pan Amer- 
ican World Airways, Inc., where he had worked in various 
capacities since 1946. He has a B.A. in corporation accounting 
and effective report writing from Queens College as well as a 
diploma in higher accountancy from LaSalle Extension Univer- 
sity. 


New AFB Publications 


SOA106. Visual Reading and Braille Reading: An Experi- 
mental Investigation of the Physiology and Psychology of 
Visual and Tactual Reading. By T. Kusajima. $3.50. A study of 
the differences — and similarities — between tactual and visual 
reading, this monograph is based on 35 years of work by the 
author. Dr. Kusajima, a medical doctor, has been on the staff 
of the National Language Research Institute of Japan and is 
retired from the faculty of the Tokyo University of Education. 


RB127. AFB Research Bulletin 27. $1.50. Contents include 
papers by Edward Berla on tactual orientation performance of 
blind children; George Dalrymple on sensory aids progress at 
MIT; I.S. Jain on blindness in rural northwestern India; G.A. 
James and J.M. Gill on mobility maps; Dennis Kelleher on 
educational background and low vision aids; Donald Kirtley 
and Katherine Cannistraci on dreams of the visually handi- 
capped; Forrest Mims on an eyeglass mounted infrared aid; 
Jennifer Peel on psychological aspects of long cane training; 
J.A. Phillips and P.M. Seligman on instruments for the blind 
engineer; Dean Tuttle on reading media for the blind; and 
Nancy Webb on myoelectric feedback and facial expression of 
the blind. 


RS123. Blindness and the Electrical Activity of the Brain: 
Electroencephalographic Studies of the Effects of Sensory 
Impairment. By L.A. Novikova. Zofja S. Jastrzembska, editor, 
English edition. $5.75. This study by a member of the staff of 
the Institute of Pedagogy of the Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Moscow, was originally published in Russian in 1967. It is an 
important contribution to the literature on both electroenceph- 
alography and blindness for the data it presents and the norms 
it establishes. Further, while it is a highly specialized and 
scientific report, it provides a solid foundation for investigation 
of practical — and positive — applications of EEGs. 


F217 The One Hand Manual Alphabet. Poster-Flyer contain- 
ing photographs of Helen Keller’s hands making the letters of 
the one hand manual alphabet used by deaf blind persons. 
Single copies free. 


MSC144 A Step-By-Step Guide to Personal Management for 
Blind Persons. Second edition. $3.00. 





Katharine Cornell Dies at 81 


Katharine Cornell, who for more than three decades 
had been known as the First Lady of the theater, died 
June 9 of pneumonia at Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. She 
was 81 years of age. At the time of her death, Miss 
Cornell was an emeritus member of both the boards of 
AFB and AFOB. She originally became a member of 
both boards largely due to her longtime friendship with 
Helen Keller, and she received the Migel Medal in 1965S. 
Miss Keller was a consultant to both AFB and AFOB. 





The Information Department of the AFB has not had editorial 
responsibility for Talking Book Topics and Braille Book 
Review since July 1973. However, a number of letters concern- 
ing the magazines still come to the department, according to 
Mrs. Patricia S. Smith, department director. 


These letters concerning editorial content should go to the 
Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 1921 
Taylor Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20542. 


The Foundation has continued to maintain the mailing list for 
Talking Book Topics and correspondence concerning address 
changes should come to the Foundation, Mrs. Smith said. 
Clovernook Printing House maintains the address list for 
Braille Book Review. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the In- 
formation Department of the American Foundation for 
the Blind to keep those involved in services for blind 
persons informed about the Foundation’s activities. 
Editorial offices are located at AFB headquarters, 15 
West 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. AFB offices 
are: 
Washington 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
Denver 

San Francisco 


1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 

100 Peachtree Street, 30303 
500 N. Michigan Avenue 60611 
1860 Lincoln Street 80203 

821 Market Street 94103 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole or 
in part provided credit is given the source. 





Since we are currently up-dating the AFB Newsletter mailing 
list, we have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped card with this 
issue. In order to remain on our mailing list, you must return 
this card by October 1. Please make any necessary name or 
address changes on the card, and also list any names you wish 


to add to the list. Thank you. 





Senator Jacob K. Javits, Alexander F. Handel 
Named Winners of 1974 Migel Medal 


The Migel Medal, presented 
annually for outstanding 
service in work for the blind, 
is being awarded this year to 
Senator Jacob K. Javits of 
New York and Alexander F. 
Handel, executive director 
of the National Accredita- 
tion Council for Agencies 
Serving the Blind and Visu- 
ally Handicapped. They will 
receive their awards October 
24 at the American Foundation for the Blind’s headquarters in 
New York. 

The medal, established in 1937 to honor the late M.C. Migel, 
first president of the Foundation, is designed to recognize 
professionally employed practitioners in education, rehabilita- 
tion and social welfare concerned with blind persons and lay 
persons who have voluntarily dedicated themselves to advanc- 
ing services for blind persons. 

Senator Javits is receiving the layman award and Mr. Handel 
the professional award. 





Governmental Help for Blind 


Senator Javits, now in his 
twenty-seventh consecutive 
year in elective office, has 
been the ranking Republi- 
can member of the Senate 
Committee on Labor and 
Public Welfare, which cov- 
ers all labor, health, educa- 
tion and rehabilitation legis- 
tion, since 1964. 

Senator Javits has always 
been a vigorous proponent 
of governmental programs 
which have helped handi- 
capped persons to contrib- 
ute their share to society, M. Robert Barnett, executive director 
of the Foundation, noted in making the announcement. 

His many accomplishments in the area of rehabilitation 
legislation have included bills to improve disability insurance 
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Senator Jacob K. Javits 


cash benefits for blind persons; the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
which encourages hiring the handicapped in federally funded 
programs; and the recently passed Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act, 
which provides for preferential purchase by the federal govern- 
ment at a fair market price of products and services provided 
by workshops for the blind and workshops for other severely 
handicapped persons. 

Senator Javits has been the recipient of the Congressional 
Distinguished Service Award of the American Political Science 
Association and of honorary degrees from 26 U.S. colleges and 
universities. 


Helped Establish Standards for Agencies 


Mr. Handel is receiving the 
award because of his major 
role in the establishment of 
the National Accreditation 
Council for Agencies Serv- 
ing the Blind and Visually 
Handicapped (NAC), of 
which he has been executive 
director since its founding in 
1967. Previously, he was ex- 
ecutive director of the Coun- 
cil’s predecessor organiza- 
tion, the Commission on 
Standards and Accredita- 
tion of Services for the Blind 
(COMSTAC), from 1964 through 1966. 

NAC was formed to implement the COMSTAC standards 
and to develop further guidelines. It administers a program by 
which, through self-study and evaluation procedures, agencies 
qualify for accreditation. 

“Mr. Handel’s devotion to the principles of accreditation and 
his unceasing work on behalf of NAC ultimately will help 
assure blind persons and their communities of better services 
provided by agencies for the blind,”’ Mr. Barnett said. 

Mr. Handel was associated with the American Foundation 
for the Blind from 1954 to 1964, serving as director of its 
division of community services. Previous to this, he served as 
dean and professor of social work at the Adelphi University 
School of Social Work, Garden City, New York, and as 
consultant and lecturer at the Center for Human Relation 
Studies, New York University. 





Mr. Alexander F. Handel 


Helen Keller Film Updated 
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“It brings back memories of meeting and working with that 
great lady,’’ Patty Duke Astin said as she entered the Helen 
Keller Room at the Foundation headquarters in New York 
City. Mrs. Astin was there early one morning to narrate an 
introduction to the film, ‘‘Helen Keller in Her Story.’’ The film, 
produced in 1954 by Nancy Hamilton and narrated by the late 
Katharine Cornell, was a highly successful one. It won the 
Academy Award for best feature-length documentary in 1955 
and has been distributed during the 50’s and 60’s by various 
distribution firms. 

Recently the Foundation decided to distribute the film itself 
but felt that since the biography of Miss Keller ended in 1954 a 
short segment should be added to bring the audience up-to-date 
concerning the late Miss Keller’s life since the 50’s and to detail 
her work with the Foundation. 

Mrs. Astin, who portrayed Miss Keller in the film and the 
play, ““The Miracle Worker,” graciously consented to take time 
out of a summer tour to film the short segment. She had 
conferred with Miss Keller during the pre-production of the 
play in the same office in which she filmed the segment. 

The filming for the short segment took the better part of the 
day. During the breaks, Mrs. Astin related anecdotes about 
Miss Keller, the different problems she had during her per- 
formances as Miss Keller. The anecdotes were interesting and 
amusing for the crew and made their work easier. 

Leo Trachtenberg, director, remarked that it was the first 
time in many years that he had filmed in black and white. 
“Today, everything is in color, and shooting in black and white 
has become a rarity just as shooting in color was in the 50’s.”’ 
The segment had to be filmed in black and white to conform 
with the original documentary. 

“Helen Keller in Her Story” is now ready for distribution. It 
is in 16mm, fifty-five minutes long, in black and white and 
rents for $32.50 per screening and sells for $350.00. Inquiries 
about the film should be sent to Public Education Division, 
American Foundation for the Blind, 15 West 16th St., New 
Yorks N.Y. 10012: 


AFB Helping in Study of Alternatives to 
Institutionalization of Older Visually 
Handicapped Persons 


The Virginia Commission for the Visually Handicapped (VCVH) 
has been awarded a federal grant of approximately $75,000 from 
the Rehabilitation Services Administration of the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare to explore alternatives to the 
institutionalization of older visually handicapped persons. 

AFB is providing consultative assistance, as well as some 
financial assistance. In addition, Brandeis University will supply 
technical assistance and will analyze the information generated 
through the project. 

The project will be carried out in the Metropolitan Richmond 
(Va.) area and vicinity. Roy J. Ward, VCVH deputy director for 
special services, is acting project director while a full time project 
director is being recruited. 

It is hoped that the experience gained through conducting the 
project in this area of Virginia will provide information and 
expertise which can be utilized to better serve older visually 
handicapped persons throughout Virginia and the United States. 


Innovations in Aids and Appliances 
Program 


Charge accounts, special telephone lines and United Parcel 
Service have been introduced by AFB into its 1974 aids and 
appliances program to provide increased customer service. 

“We want to make it easier for someone to order an applia- 
nce from our catalog, to pay for it and to get it as soon as 
possible,”” David Saxon, manager, aids and appliances divi- 
sion said, as he announced new innovations in the Founda- 
tion’s aids and appliances program. “It will take three working 
days from the time we receive the order to the time it leaves the 
Foundation,” he said. 

To facilitate ordering, charge accounts may be established 
and telephone orders may be taken. The Foundation has 
arranged that the customer may charge his purchase to Ameri- 
can Express, Bankamericard and Master Charge. Telephone 
lines, separate from the Foundation’s switchboard, are set up 
for individuals and agencies to use for ordering and inquiring 
about orders. 

This year, United Parcel Service will now be available as an 
option for the purchaser. “‘Although there is a slight charge 
based upon cost of purchase, UPS is a superior, safer and faster 
method of insuring materials being received on time,” Mr. 
Saxon said. Parcel post, which is free of charge to the purchaser, 
is also available, but delivery may vary from a few days to three 
weeks. 

‘Doing all this isn’t any good if we don’t have the aids and 
appliances,’’ Mr. Saxon said. ‘This year, in spite of severe 
shortages, we have increased our stock levels and hopefully we 
can fill every order fast, easily and accurately.” 

Detailed information about the charges, telephone numbers 
and delivery are given in the Foundation’s twentieth edition of its 
catalog, ‘Ideas for Better Living.”” The 36-page catalog in 
braille and print, free of charge, is available from the Aids and 
Appliances Division at AFB’s headquarters in New York. 





Lillian Gish, silent screen star of the 1920's, recently recorded 
My Religion, a personal account of Helen Keller's faith, for 
talking books. Miss Gish did the recording at the request of 
the Swedenborg Foundation, Inc., and because of her personal 
friendship with Miss Keller. The book was Miss Keller's tribute 
to Emanuel Swedenborg, an 18th century Swedish scientist and 
theologian. 


TV Featurette on Independent 
Living for Blind Women 


The Foundation is producing a short film featurette on how 
blind women can attain independence in their homes which will 
be used on television throughout the nation. The three- minute 
color short will be sent to approximately one hundred stations. 
The stations will use it in their women’s or talk shows and, in 
some cases, a local agency will supplement the program to 
illustrate what is happening locally. 

A survey was made of all those television stations that had 
women’s programs, and they were asked if they could use such a 
feature. Approximately 100 stations agreed to use the featur- 
ette, thus insuring an audience of tens of millions for the 
subject. The filming and distribution were made possible by a 
grant given by the Avon Foundation. 


Briefly... 


... Beth J. Phillips, formerly AFB’s training specialist, has 
been appointed project director, low vision services. As part of 
the Foundation’s expansion into low vision services, Miss 
Phillips will work in cooperation with the Ad Hoc Advisory 
Committee on Low Vision Services. 


... A questionnaire was sent out by the Foundation recently to 
over 125 state and voluntary agencies in the blindness field to 
help identify the unmet needs in training, placement and 
employment of blind persons. The responses will serve as the 
basis for a composite report which will then be used to develop 
guidelines and recommendations for solving some of these 
unmet needs of visually impaired individuals. 


... The first of a series of three invitational workshops for 
school psychologists working with visually handicapped chil- 
dren and youth is being held by the Foundation this manth in 
Newton, Mass. The other two workshops will be held during the 
months of November and December in Chicago, Illinois and 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

The two-day workshop sessions will emphasize various tech- 


niques, adaptations and specialized information necessary for 
more effective assessment and understanding of school-aged 
children who are blind and visually impaired. The participants 
will be trained during the two-day session not only to increase 
their skills and knowledge in testing procedures but also to 
serve in the future as resource persons for other school psychol- 
ogists within their own state or geographical area. 


... At a Foundation-sponsored meeting of thirty-one state 
vision consultants held last spring in Bethesda, Maryland the 
consultants decided to formally organize and to meet annually 
at the American Printing House for the Blind’s October 
conference in Louisville, Ky. A subsequent program planning 
meeting of consultants from thirty-five states was held at the 
AEVH meeting in June. 


... Harvey E. Wolfe, the Foundation’s specialist in career 
education, will leave AFB in mid-October. He will join a 
consortium of hospitals in the Middle East operating in Saudi 
Arabia and Lebanon. Mr. Wolfe will be the chief of training 
and his principal job will be to train all medical personnel for 
the consortium. 


1974-75 AFB Catalog of Publications 
Includes New Shipping and 
Pricing Procedures 


The 1974-75 AFB Catalog of Publications is now available and 
is being mailed automatically this month to all persons who 
receive the AFB Newsletter. Additional copies of the Catalog 
are available from the AFB Publications Division. 

Two major changes in policy and procedures become effec- 
tive with the publication of this edition of the Catalog. 

First, purchasers of publications are being offered alternative 
shipping methods. In addition to shipment via book post which 
is included in the publication price but can be very slow, books 
will be shipped via United Parcel Service or first class mail 
when a customer requests it and includes payment for the 
shipping charges with the order. The amounts of the additional 
charges are explained in the Catalog. 

Second, because of the large increases in printing costs 
during the past few years, the prices of a number of publica- 
tions have been raised. These increases cover the higher costs of 
printing and distribution only; AFB publications are still 
priced on a not-for-profit basis. 

Higher printing costs have also made it necessary to reduce 
the number of free copies available of individual AFB public 
education pamphlets from 200 to 50. Users will, however, be 
able to purchase larger quantities at cost. Prices for quantities 
over SO are listed in the 1974-75 AFB Catalog of Publications 
and will be included in all announcements of new pamphlets in 
the AFB Newsletter. 


New AFB Publications 


MSC151 Toward Independence: ‘The Use of Instructional 
Objectives in Teaching Daily Living Skills to Blind Persons. By 
Anne Yeadon. $4.00. An introduction to the use of instruction- 
al objectives in the teaching of blind persons. While it happens 
to use a daily living skills course as an example of how a teacher 
might develop a course using instructional objectives, it is NOT 
a daily living skills manual. A creative teacher should be able to 
adapt the approach in this book to many other subjects. 





RB128 AFB Research Bulletin 28. $2.50. Includes papers on 
information services for the visual sciences by Leslie L. Clark; 
translation of visual information into auditory codes by Bjarne 
Fjeldsenden; tactual mapping by J.M. Gill; the use of system- 
atic desensitization as an attitude-change strategy by Harold 
W. Haddle, Jr.; the measurement of functional distance vision 
loss by Kenneth W. Haase and E. Earl Bryant; psychological 
aspects of long cane orientation training by Jennifer C.F. Peel; 
the social adjustment of visually handicapped children in 
different educational settings by Rudolf Schindele; evaluating 
the Optacon by M.J. Tobin and W.R.K. James plus a comment 
on the subject by James Bliss; automatic transcription of 
French ink print into braille by Monique Truquet; factors in 
the successful mobility of the blind by David H. Warren and 
Joe A. Kocan. 


Free Publications 


F590 Servicios, Informativos Hacia Los Ciegos y La Ceguedad. 
12 pages. SO copies free. 51-200 copies, 20¢ each. 201 
copies, 19¢ each. 501-1000 copies, 18¢ each. A Spanish la 
guage pamphlet containing basic information about blindness 
and services for the blind in the United States and how to get 
them. Designed so that local agencies can add their own name 
and address to the back. 


F591 ‘T’m Blind, Let Me Help You’'—the Older Visually 
Handicapped Volunteer. 22 pages. Single copy free. In words 
and photographs, describes the experiences of older blind 
persons as volunteers in RSVP projects. 


F208 Facts About Blindness. 16 pages. 50 copies free. 51-200 
copies, 8¢ each. 201-500 copies, 7¢ each. 501-1000 copies, 6¢ 
each. Revised and redesigned pamphlet giving basic facts about 
blindness and services for the blind. 


American Foundation 
for the Blind, Inc. 

15 West 16th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10011 


F220 Toilet Habits: Suggestions for Training a Child Who Is 
Blind. 10 pages. 50 copies free. 51-200 copies, 8¢ each. 201-500 — 
copies, 7¢ each. 501-1000 copies, 6¢ each. Revised and rede- — 
signed edition of pamphlet first published in 1952. 


Send all orders to the AFB Publications Division and include f 


payment in check or money order with order. 


The address of the Library of Congress was incorrectly 
printed in the last issue of the AFB Newsletter. 


The correct address for letters concerning editorial con- 
tent of Talking Book Topics and Braille Book Review is 
Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 1291 
Taylor Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20542. 





ze AFB Newsletter is published quarterly in inkprint 
and braille by the Information Department of the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind to keep those involved in 
services for blind persons informed about the Founda- 
tion’s activities. Editorial offices are located at AFB 
headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 
10011. AFB offices are: 
Washington 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
Denver 
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500 N. Michigan Avenue 60611 
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